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IAN HOBBS TO BOW OUT 

THE MESSENGER 

The Monthly Newsletter of St Michael’s,  

Plas Newton, Chester 

St Michael’s church has been wonderfully well served by Ian Hobbs’s unusual ministry amongst 

us for the last year.  It is not often that a member of the clergy leaves the same church twice, 

but that is what Ian will be doing at his farewell service with us at 10am on Sunday 24th June. 

 

Ian came to us under unusual circumstances, after the 

sudden withdrawal of our Vicar Rob Peters, in June of 

2017. He arrived at the invitation of Bishop Peter to  

provide some extra support in the life of St Michael’s (as 

Archdeacon Mike wrote in that month’s magazine). That 

is precisely what Ian has done. 

 

We are enormously grateful to Ian for his wisdom and 

advice, often a little behind the scenes, as well as for his 

occasional up-front ministry of preaching, praying and 

leading in worship. He has advised and supported the 

Churchwardens, the Standing Committee, the Ministry 

Team and the PCC, as well as individuals as needed. 

 

Just as it was in his earlier ministry, as 

Priest in Charge in 1980-84, so it has been the case this time round, that Joan 

has accompanied him with her support, and wisdom too. 

 

We draw attention to the letter that Ian has written this month (see page 2), 

and we invite everyone not to miss Ian’s final appearance when he will lead 

and preach at 10am on Sunday 24th June.  Don’t miss the opportunity to join in such an occasion 

and join with others to express our thanks. 

Ian Hobbs is to leave St Michael’s for  
the second time  



 

 
overcome. Be confident in him, the Risen One.  
 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the    

darkness cannot overcome it” (John 1:5) 
 

I have listened as the church has turned its focus 

beyond its own walls to the people around it who 

need to hear the good news about Jesus. The 

PCC profile for applicants for the vicar’s post 

shows the vibrancy and ability of the church 

family as well as their desire to ‘get out there’. 

The stage is set for moving forward as God   

directs and leads.  This is an exciting place! Be 

disciples and not merely advisors or critical 

watchers.  
 

“Go and make disciples of all nations…         

baptising… teaching…” (Matthew 28:19) 
 

By the time you read this we will know if a new 

vicar has been appointed or whether it is a   

longer wait. Situations are not always what we 

would like and that can be truly painful, but God 

is not rendered weak by our weakness.  I hope it 

is the former, but what counts before God (vicar 

or no vicar) is our faithfulness to him. Stand firm 

in the strength that God supplies. 
 

“I will boast… of my weaknesses that Christ’s 

power may rest on me”  (2 Cor 12:10) 
 

So what else would I urge? Gosh! So many 

things! But that might be to drone on in a     

parody vicar-like way, so just one extra thing. 

Continue to grapple with God’s revelation in the 

Bible. Make it the foundation and building blocks 

of your life in Christ. That way you will not be 

building on sand or functioning as mere ‘men 

pleasers’. Jesus did not call us to fit in with the 

world but to offer the world an alternative    

reality, indeed the only true reality in a world of 

transience and illusion. 
 

This time has been an unexpected privilege for 

which we thank God and you. We don’t live far 

away (Heswall) and might well still drop in, but 

in different non-capacity! 
 

With our prayers, as ever,  
 

    Ian and Joan Hobbs 

When I retired it never occurred to me that I 

might end up involved again in St Michael’s, 

after leaving 33 years ago, but then I don’t 

suppose it occurred to anyone else either! My 

time is officially ‘up’ on June 24th. With Joan, I 

have been with you for over a year. We have 

enjoyed your kindness and welcome. The  

circumstances calling for extra help were  

testing for the church family and concerning 

to me. No one would have wished it to be this 

way.  
 

However, God is a God of love and sometimes 

full of surprises. I have been privileged to see 

God at work in you. Have confidence that he 

will continue to do so. 
 

“…he who began a good work in you will carry 

it on to completion until the day of Christ  

Jesus.” ( Phil 1:6) 
 

In what ways have I seen God at work? In lots 

of ways! Certainly in the pain and tears as you 

began to take in what had happened. Yes, 

there is still some healing to happen. Healing 

in a family never comes from being deaf to 

others. Keep listening to one another to really 

hear each other’s voices and needs. 
 

“Bear with one another and forgive….” (Col 

3:13) 
 

I watched as things begin to take a much 

more positive turn at and around Christmas. A 

weight had begun to lift and there was a fuller 

return of joy and positivity in the Sunday  

worship. Yes, there is still some real and   

understandable shadow for those continuing 

to struggle but the light of Jesus cannot be 

 

 

 

 

Ian Hobbs 

writes ... 



 

 

MY LIFE AND MY FAITH 

I was born on the Wirral and grew up there, 

along with my twin brother.  Apart from a  

couple of years in Southport, we were       

educated in Wallasey schools – one of my   

deputy heads being Peter Young!
 

Baptised at St James, New Brighton, where 

my mum is now a member, I came to a slow  

understanding of God from my 

late teens onwards. I was     

confirmed, aged 18, along with 

my mum who had recently  

started going back to church 

after some years away. 
 

After A-levels, I messed up  

physics - a great shame as my 

Dad was a physics lecturer; he 

was gracious, I went to        

Manchester to train as a Speech 

and Language Therapist (SLT). 

Despite a year or two of church 

attendance it was at a Christmas 

carol service that I had a sudden realisation 

that the baby we were all singing about was 

relevant to me – and loved...me...really!  

Perhaps this was my first real encounter with 

God’s Spirit meeting mine. Since then, I’ve 

always found carol services very special. I 

went to Manchester Poly Student CU – and a 

local church in Burnage and learnt lots – some 

of it helpful! 
 

I’ve worked in Runcorn, Wrexham and now on 

the Wirral as an SLT, gradually specialising in 

voice disorders. I work mainly with adults who 

have no voice at all, or a hoarse one, and I 

aim to mend their broken voices. It is a     

privilege to be involved in this, although   

working in the health service is always      

challenging. 
 

In my mid-thirties, I went to London and   

retrained as a spoken voice coach. One of the 

scariest and most fulfilling things I’ve ever 

done! So now I also work part time with actors 

who need an accent for a role, or people who 

need voice projection or presentation skills 

training. I love it; it’s creative and rewarding 

as I see people grow in confidence and ability. 
 

I’ve been involved in drama at 

church since the late eighties 

and used to run a drama group 

at St Michael’s. Having known 

Les as an acquaintance, linked 

to Riding Lights Theatre      

Company for several years, we 

met up on a holiday in Palestine 

in 2008, and our relationship 

developed. We married in 2011. 

I am blessed to share my life 

with him now. 
 

I’ve been at St Mikes for 26yrs, 

can’t believe that, and I’ve 

preached and led services since 2002. I can’t 

believe that either! My faith has grown and 

changed in this time.  I’m still learning what it 

means to listen to God and I believe more 

deeply in the simple truth of His all-inclusive 

love. 
 

My irreplaceable, precious brother died       

unexpectedly in 2012 and I’m still processing 

all that with God – whilst knowing too that I 

have been enabled and comforted in order to 

keep going. I’m in a new season of my life – 

getting older – walking alongside my mum 

after also losing my Dad in 2014. I’m still  

trying to live well and allow God to use and 

change me. 
 

I feel privileged to be a part of the St Michael’s 

community. It’s a loving, supportive and kind 

place to call home. 

St Michael’s popular Lay Reader, Julie Ellison, shares her faith and her story ... 



 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)  

The APCM took place on 23rd April. There were 

66 present and a number had sent apologies.  

David Blackmore welcomed everyone to the 

meeting, prayed and the Vestry meeting began. 

Steve McKew and Derek Taylor were both       

re-elected as Wardens, and Graham Cooper and 

Estelle Byrne were re-elected as Deputy     

Wardens for another year, 

all unopposed. They were 

each thanked for the work 

they had done during the 

past twelve months and 

for their willingness to 

continue. 
 

Steve McKew took the 

chair for the business of 

the APCM. Martin Smith was seeking re-election 

to the PCC and Gill Miller, Anne de Reybekill and 

Ken Ball were all standing for election. There 

were four vacancies on the PCC and all four 

were elected unopposed. 
 

Derek Taylor appealed for more people to join 

the Stewards team, their numbers had        

continued to decline over the past year but the 

work that needed to be done had not reduced. 

That was the same or greater. Derek          

encouraged members of all ages to be willing to 

be part of the team that work behind the 

scenes, preparing for and ensuring the smooth 

running of services. He thanked those on the 

team and those who are part of the Projection 

and Sound Desk teams. 
 

Jackie Hockley gave the numbers for the     

electoral roll, there had been an overall increase 

of three in the year to give a total of 196 on the 

roll. 66 of those lived within the parish and 130 

outside it. Jackie was thanked for her work as 

Electoral Roll Officer.  
 

John Allan, the Treasurer, introduced the report 

and accounts for the year to December 2017. 

John began by thanking those who had helped 

him in his first year as Treasurer, and then 

talked the meeting through the facts and    

figures with the help of computer slides,       

explaining various details as he did so. Overall 

in 2017 income had increased by £2,300 but 

expenditure had risen by £12,200. Therefore 

the surplus of £7,800 in 2016 had changed to a 

deficit of £2,100 in 2017. There were sufficient 

funds in the reserves to 

cover the deficit but it was    

important not to become 

complacent.  
 

Anne Stockdale gave an 

interesting report on the 

work of the Deanery    

Synod, she and Ruth 

McKew represent St 

Michael’s on that body. Their meetings move 

around the churches in the Deanery and they 

have a wide variety of speakers at them. 
 

Derek Taylor reported that he had performed 

his duty as a Warden to check the Goods and 

Ornaments of the church and had found them 

all to be present and correct. He thanked the 

Fabric Committee for all the work they did in 

the church, the garden and the houses. The 

members of the committee were constantly at 

work keeping everything running and in good 

order, mostly behind the scenes. 
 

Instead of a Vicar’s report Steve suggested that 

those present might like to mention things that 

they were currently looking forward to or that 

they were grateful for in the past year. There 

was a long list of thanks and much to look   

forward to in the future. 
 

The meeting concluded with questions and a 

special thank you to Ian Hobbs, for his wisdom 

and encouragement, and to all those who   

continued to work tirelessly behind the scenes 

to ensure the smooth running of the church in 

every way. The meeting closed with the singing 

of ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness’ and the saying of 

the Grace together. 



 

 

HOUSEPARTY AT CLOVERLEY HALL  

Coffee break 

 

Walking relaxation by the nearby canal 
Speaker Kate Coleman talking with 

Alison Linfield 

THY KINGDOM COME IN MID MAY 

Prayer tree for personal 

requests: in the Café all 

week. 

Prayer Walking on 15th 

May: Praying in couples 

for each part of our    

parish.  

Prayer Station 

in church on 

17th May:   

God’s       

provision 



 

 

FUNERAL OF MICHAEL BOTTING 
We are sorry to bring the news of the passing to glory of Canon Michael 

Botting (1925 – 2018), whose funeral took place at Christ Church,    

Cheltenham, on 14th May. 
 

Michael was well known and appreciated in St Michael’s during his     

retirement years.  He had served in the Chester diocese as Director of 

Lay Training and Vicar of Aldford and Bruera for over ten years until his 

retirement in 1995.  He and his much-loved wife Mary retired to live in 

Hoole, and he then served as an active retired clergyman with              

St Michael’s until 2007. Michael was notable for his energy and focus, and for his organizational 

skills. At his funeral he was warmly remembered, amongst other things, for his key role in      

introducing the C of E to Family Worship, breaking the mould of BCP liturgical services which  

hitherto had ruled the roost. He wrote a goodly number of books and booklets on this. Just one of 

his enthusiasms was for the marketing of Grove books, for which he served as an unpaid        

advocate and salesman. 

About St Michael’s People  

ORDINATION OF CHRIS ROBERTS 
We are very pleased to be able to report the ordination on 

6th May of Chris Roberts as a Minister in the International 

Presbyterian Church in Ealing, London.  Chris has been 

hard at work on his studies in preparation over the last 

three years.  Chris is pictured at a central moment as the 

elders laid hands on him and commissioned him for his 

calling and work. 
  

Chris is the youngest son of Judith Green and her late 

clergy husband, Arthur. Chris spent several formative 

years in St Michael’s and its youth fellowship.  We wish him every blessing in the ministry that lies 

ahead. 

Why the Y in Y-Bible ? This month we consider “dramaticall-y”. 

The Bible contains all sorts of stories about people and events which are capable of 

being put into dramatized form.  Jesus himself was a great teller of stories and    

parables were his favoured style. If we use our imagination then we can ‘get inside’ 

the situations being written about.  That is not always easy to do, but help is at 

hand. We can use a Dramatised Bible or an equivalent publication. We can find help 

on the web: Bible Gateway is a good place to start, it gives information about this whole        

approach.  Other web sites can easily be found, some Bible material has been put onto You Tube, 

for example. We can look out for booklets and/or scripts that tell old parables in modern settings. 

We can look out for productions by Riding Lights Theatre group (or similar groups). Closer to 

home, we can tie up with Open the Book who use such dramatized scripts with children in 

schools to very good effect. Or just maybe, you can have a go at writing your own dramatised 

scripts. Now there’s a challenge!  



 

 

ST MICHAEL’S NEWS 
Church at Prayer 

Please be reminded of Church at Prayer, this 

month back at its normal time of 8pm on 

Wednesday 6th June, in Rooms 2 & 3. 
 

Visiting Speaker 

We are pleased to be able to welcome Matt 

Vaughan as our speaker at the 10am service on 

Sunday 3rd June. Matt, Andrea and his family 

are on home assignment with Interserve in the 

UK at present. Matt will speak at the morning 

service that day and Andrea and the children 

will be with the children’s groups, followed by a 

bring and share lunch. 

 

Bishop Keith at the Baptism & Confirmation 

service 

Bishop Keith is presiding and preaching at the 

service at 6.30pm on Sunday 3rd June.  We 

hope that this will be well supported as several 

of our younger members are going to take part 

in this significant public event. 

 

Chester Bible Focus, 7.30pm 

Wed 20th June 

This event will take on a slightly 

different flavour as husband 

and wife, Alan and Helen Ward, 

of St Thomas’ Church, Crookes, 

Sheffield, will speak on the  

successes and failures of 20 

years of running missional communities. Alan 

and Helen will work in partnership at a one 

night presentation entitled “Missional         

Communities – the missing link for church 

growth?”.   
 

News from Hugo and Techi 

Rory Miller emailed from Argentina on 18th 

May: I've been in touch with Hugo a bit over 

the last few days.  Argentina has been through 

a very difficult couple of weeks economically, 

with a 25% devaluation of the peso and an 

associated increase in inflation, making it very 

difficult for people on pensions like Hugo.  They 

had hoped to visit us in the autumn, when they 

will be in Spain to see their son and         

grandchildren, but the whole trip has now   

become much more expensive and unaffordable 

for them. 

 

Photos for the Messenger 

We are always looking for topical photos of the 

life and activities of St Michael’s and its people.  

In this electronic age, photos can be quickly 

sent, and sized and cropped by the editors. We 

realise that there are phones and cameras out 

there, and we would be very pleased for offers 

to be sent in to the office or direct to         

blackmore@virtual-chester.com.  Deadline is 

around 20th of each month. Thanks.  

 

Harry and Meghan 

Even if not many St M folk 

were at the Royal       

Wedding, we can still play 

a significant part. We are 

praying for the Lord to 

bless their union and their 

married life together, and 

that is a real gift!  Thanks to Bishop Michael 

Curry for his great sermon in Windsor Chapel 

that woke the nation up: “There is power in 

Love”. 

From the Registers 
 

 

Baptism 

 

Reuben Tatler of Peckforton Way, Upton, 

baptized on 13th May. 

(Reuben is a great grandson of Graham and 

Doreen Cooper) 

 

We welcome this young one on the name of 

Christ 



 

 

Sun (3) TRINITY 

   

  8.00am Holy Communion  

  10.00am Morning Worship  

    - Matt Vaughan 

    (Interserve) 

  6.30pm Baptism and  

    Confirmation  

    service   

    - Bishop Keith 

 

Mon (4) 7.30pm Standing  

    Committee  

    (Rooms 2&3) 

 

Wed (6) 8.00pm Church @ Prayer       

    (Rooms 2&3) 

 

Sat (9)    Community  

    Afternoon - 

    (Church Centre/

    Garden) 

 

 

Sun (10) TRINITY 2 

 

  10.00am  All Age Worship 

    - Alison Linfield 

  6.30pm Evening Service 

    - David Blackmore 

 

Sat (16) 8.00am PCC Prayer  

    breakfast (Lounge) 

 

 

 

Sun (17) TRINITY 3 

 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.00am  Holy Communion 

    -  Les Austin  

  6.30pm Evening service 

    - Christine  

    Blackmore 

Mon (18) 7.30pm PCC meeting (Café) 

Wed (20) 7.30pm Chester Bible Focus 

    (All Saints, Hoole) 

    - Alan and Helen 

    Ward from  

    Sheffield.  

 

Sun (24) TRINITY 4 

 

  10.00am  Morning Worship  

    - Ian Hobbs 

  6.30pm  Holy Communion 

    with prayer for 

    healing 

    - Tricia Shuler  

 

VICAR:  Vacant 

 

WARDENS: 

 Steve McKew   01829 271974 

 Derek Taylor             383428            

DEPUTY WARDENS: 

 Graham Cooper             316746 

 Estelle Byrne             341774 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S WORKER 

 Sas McConville   07460 422226 

PCC SECRETARY: 

 Alison Pantony             380962 

TREASURER: 

 John Allan   07948 401925 

HALL BOOKINGS: 

 Mary Webster             343981 

CHURCH MAGAZINE:     
 David Blackmore             323494 

 

CHURCH OFFICE:             315129 

Open for enquiries: Mon & Tues                   
    9.30am –3.00pm  
    Thur & Fri                      
    10.00am—5.30pm 

BOOK KEEPER: 

 Fiona Prichard (Mon & Tues)           344276 

 Email: finance.stmichaels@gmail.com 

CHURCH SECRETARY: 

 Jackie Hockley (Thurs & Fri)            347860 

 Email: office@stmichaelschester.com 

WEBSITE: www.stmichaelschester.com 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ... 

DIARY DATES – JUNE 


