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The cross was merely a wooden construction, set 

up in a disgraced corner outside the walls of a 

busy city.  But on that first Good Friday it held a 

person, Jesus of Nazareth.  And there in the heat 

of that hot, sunny, spring day, he died in front of a   

jeering crowd, taunting priests and hard-bitten 

soldiers. Weeping friends and family were there 

too.  It was as cruel as it was unfair. 
 

“The blood of Jesus Christ, through the eternal 

Spirit, was offered unblemished to God”, wrote the 

writer in Hebrews 9:14, to cleanse our consciences 

“from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God.” Something miraculous and 

spiritually profound was taking place. Hebrews 9:26 says, “Christ has appeared once for all at the 

end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.”   
 

So the dead body of Jesus was taken down and given to a wealthy friend, it was laid in a tomb 

inside a burial garden.  In case of trouble, a guard of Roman soldiers was put in place by jealous 

Jews. And then something maybe even more miraculous took place on the third day.  Jesus rose 

from the grave.  John 20:1 records,  “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 

Mary Magdalen went to the tomb...”     
 

Heart-tinglingly, it was empty... 

 

And the rest is history; however it is absolutely 

not empty history.  Wonderfully, it is full of life 

and love, forgiveness and hope. 

At Easter time we celebrate a cross and a tomb, and both are now empty. 

EASTER SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S 
Maundy Thursday  7.30pm  Holy Communion and Gethsemane Watch 

Good Friday  10.00am Events of the Cross: a time for Meditation 

Easter Sunday  8.00am Holy Communion  

   10.00am All Age Worship with Communion 

   6.30pm Easter Evening Service 



 

 
ages and stages, not only in terms of our   

physical age, but also in terms of spiritual   

maturity.  The range of foundations will cover 

not only basic learning, but also more advanced 

and applied needs.  The range could look  

something like this: 
 

- Grasping vital basic truths of the Christian 

Faith, by reference to and study of the Bible. 

- Encouragement to live and witness as     

Christians in our modern world. 

- Learning how to teach Christian truths to  

others. 

- Equipping to serve as ministers of the gospel 

in word, worship and life. 
 

The Biblical writers had some useful insights for 

us.  The Old Testament tells us that it was God 

who laid the foundation of the earth (creation) 

(Genesis 1, Psalm 102, Hebrews 1). 

Paul often referred to foundations.  To Timothy 

he wrote about the dangers of false teachers, 

and encouraged his readers by saying that 

“God’s solid foundation stands firm: the Lord 

know those who are his.” (2 Tim 2:19).  And to 

the church at Corinth he urged them to grasp 

that  “no one can lay any foundation other than 

the one already laid, which is Christ Jesus.”     

(1 Cor 3:11). 

 

Earthquakes are not unknown in our world.  

They can afflict anyone at any time.  Can we 

have an “earthquake resistant design”? That is 

the name of the modern thinking about building 

foundations, especially in earthquake-prone 

cities in our world. The designers describe it 

thus: “Tie the walls, floor, roof, and foundations 

into a rigid box that holds together when   

shaken by a quake. The most dangerous    

building construction, from an earthquake point 

of view, is unreinforced brick or concrete block.” 

 

That translates in church terms into our need to 

be reinforced with other Christians in our 

church who are also bound into the same   

foundations.  
 

In a phrase, “do not go solo.” 

CHRISTIAN FOUNDATIONS 
It is one of the excitements of life to see 

children (or grandchildren) come into our 

families or church, and to see again the  

wonderful thing that babies and small     

children experience as they take hold of life.   

 

The Early Years educators put it like this:   

Children are born ready, able and eager to 

learn. They quickly and actively reach out to  

interact with other people and the world 

around. Development depends on each child 

being able to interact in positive relationships 

and interactive environments.                    

In our homes, or at Toddlers, or in Pre- 

School, or in church, we can appreciate and 

admire how this hugely important foundation 

stage in life takes place. 

 

Jesus famously gave us a parable about the 

value and necessity of good foundations.  

Build on the rock, not sand, he said.  Jesus 

focussed the story by telling his listeners to 

hear His words and put them into practice 

(Matt 7:21).  And he made his point all the 

sharper by describing the two attitudes as 

being the work of wise men and foolish ones.  

Twenty centuries later, our children love the 

song that puts this parable into action... “the 

house on the sand fell flat!” 

 

When we come to laying foundations in the 

Christian life, there are many levels at which 

this can apply.  It is not practical to answer 

them too glibly: we need to recognise that as 

individuals we are likely to be at different 

 
 

 

This month  

David        

Blackmore  

(Lay Reader) 

writes about: 



 

 

MY LIFE AND MY FAITH 

I was born in The Black Country and have a 

younger sister. When I was six our family 

moved to the North Wales coast to, quite  

literally, live at a Butlin’s Holiday Camp.   

Shortly after, my parents started attending 

church in Penrhyndeudraeth (ikr!). Here I was 

exposed to the gospel through Sunday School 

and the annual Spring Harvest event held at 

the camp. After starting high 

school we moved to Llandudno 

and moved to a church in     

Colwyn Bay. 
 

During my childhood my parents 

separated on several occasions 

and I believe that this impacted 

on my faith. As a child I felt that 

my home was not always a  

secure and safe environment. 
 

Like many teenagers, I “went 

rogue”! I stepped away from any Christian 

ideals and living, and went my own way. It 

was during these years that I met a lovely 

young lady in the summer of 1989 called Ali, 

who was not a Christian but whose parents 

were. Turns out her mum worked with my 

mum! 
 

There must have been some prayers going up 

for us, as one spring we attended an event 

called Easter People where we both           

encountered Jesus in very different ways. For 

me this was where I heard for the first time 

the true, brutal extent of what Jesus went 

through for me. The love He showed through 

going to the cross and the significance of what 

Jesus did for me personally was mind-blowing 

and life-changing. It struck my very core and I 

realised that I knew about “being” Christian 

but had never truly made that step of        

acknowledging Him as my Saviour. That 

changed that evening. 

Ali and I have been involved in children and 

youth work pretty much from the start. We 

began at the church we were married in, in 

Llandudno, then to the Presbyterian Church in 

Chester and then to St Michael’s where we 

have been coming for more years than I can 

remember. 
 

Sharing the gospel with young 

people has been something I 

have been called to do for many 

years. It’s exciting and amazing 

and seeing them respond to this 

amazing news when you reveal 

the history and wonders that can 

be found in the pages of the   

Bible, what it tells us about Jesus 

and what that means for them 

personally, is deeply rewarding 

and I am blessed to have the 

privilege of sharing it with them. 
 

It was only when I became a father myself 

that my Christian faith changed once again. 

When I held my first son, Josh, in my arms 

and realised the extent of the love I felt for 

him, I glimpsed just how deep God’s love for 

me, as His child, must be. We were blessed 

with two more amazing boys, Ethan and    

Ruben, and it's wonderful watching each of 

them find their own place in the world and 

discovering what kind of person they each 

want to be. 
 

This summer Ali and I are celebrating our 25th 

anniversary, and it’s been amazing having 

Christ as our cornerstone. Not always easy... 

but amazing. 

 

The first verse of Isaiah 43 says it all, “Fear 

not, for I have redeemed you; I have called 

you by name, you are mine.” That’s something 

for us all to hold on to. 

Gaz Gibbons tells us about his Journey in Faith  



 

 

Reading Between The Lines  

Jonathan Lamb, the 

speaker at Chester Bible 

Focus in March, is   

minister at large for 

Keswick Ministries. He 

has previously held 

leadership positions in 

UCCF, IFES and     

Langham Preaching. It 

was fitting that he 

should announce that Chester Bible Focus had 

become a member of the Keswick Fellowship. 

 

Jonathan spoke on the book of Ruth, with this 

outline: 

Ruth 1 - Struggling with God’s providence: we 

have a God who is at work in difficult times.  

Ruth 2 - Looking for God’s grace: what kind of 

God do we believe in?  

Ruth 3 - Living by God’s standards: lessons in 

discipleship.   

Ruth 4 - Trusting in God’s purposes: living our 

lives in the light of His plan. 

 

Jonathan’s title ‘Reading Between the Lines’, 

was taken from a Charlie Brown cartoon.   

Charlie was holding a book within an inch of his 

eyes. When asked why his reply was that he 

was trying to read between the lines.          

Jonathan’s aim was to help his listeners to read 

between the lines of the story of Ruth to see 

how God’s providence was at work throughout 

and to see the events of the story from God’s 

perspective, and then to look and see how God 

is at work in the events of each person today 

and the security that is available to all as they 

trust in him. 

 

The world at the time of the book of Ruth was a 

world in turmoil, not dissimilar from the world 

today. The last verse in the preceding book of 

the Bible reads “In those days Israel had no 

king; everyone did as he saw fit.” Judges 21:25. 

Naomi and Elimelech left Bethlehem with their 

two sons in search of food, there was a famine 

in the land. They went as refugees to Moab, 

their two sons married local girls but then   

Naomi lost everything when all the male   

members of the family died. She decided to 

return to Bethlehem when she heard that the 

Lord had come to the aid of his people and had 

provided food for them. Despite the disaster 

that had befallen her she showed her faith in 

God and was determined to hold onto him.  

 

Naomi told her two daughters in law to remain 

in Moab, it was their home, they belonged 

there, she could offer them nothing if they went 

to Bethlehem with her. Orpah took her advice 

and stayed but Ruth refused and committed 

herself to go with Naomi, declaring her faith in 

Naomi’s God. Ruth was prepared to take a step 

into the unknown and was willing to trust God 

whatever might happen. 

 

God’s hand was clearly at work in the lives of 

Naomi and Ruth as they arrived in Bethlehem. 

Ruth found protection through the provision of 

food, through Boaz and in God in the events 

that followed. She both experienced God’s kind-

ness through the generosity of Boaz and 

showed it to Naomi because she had discovered 

security in the Lord. Jonathan ended the first 

evening with a reminder of God’s kindness to us 

in Romans 8:26 and 35-37. Nothing will      

separate us from the love of God. 

 

You can discover more by reading the book of 

Ruth to see how she became a key part of the   

fulfilment of God’s purposes.  

 

Jonathan’s talks will be on the Chester Bible 

Focus website in the near future or you can 

order CDs of them from Phil Roberts. 

Exploring God’s providence, grace and purposes for us through the book of Ruth 



 

 

TOGS 
The TOGS (The Older Group) exists to provide 

a setting in which people can enjoy one     

another’s company, care for each other,    

socialise together and appreciate the ability to 

laugh together.  

 

Their spring and summer programme began in 

February and continues until mid-July, with an 

Easter break in the first two weeks of April. 

The programme is varied and interesting,  

ranging from Keep Fit and Healthy Eating to 

Music for Easter and a Quiz afternoon. They 

have enjoyed talks recently from Pam Toan on 

living in Cambodia and Anne de Reybekill (see 

photos below) on Pakistan and continue to 

enjoy afternoons with tea and cakes and  

catching up with each other. 

 

Pam Black, and her co-leaders, Nan Austin, 

Sue and Lewis Rees and Tina Peters, invite 

new people to go along on Wednesday       

afternoons, at 3.00pm, to Kings Way Café and 

join them.  

The appeal for funds for the Education Project 

of Victor Chabala (Patches’ dad) is still open. 

The aim is to facilitate the provision of         

resources to orphans and vulnerable children in 

Mwantalasha village, near Lusaka, so as to 

enrol them in school, through the payment of 

school fees, buy school uniforms, provide 

school requisites and monitor the academic      

progress of each child under 

support. The goal is to       

contribute to the reduction of 

illiteracy in Mwantalasha 

through registering identified    

orphans and vulnerable     

children in school, thereby 

providing an opportunity for a 

prosperous future for them.  
 

Dave Cawley is very grateful to all those who 

have          

contributed.  

As a guideline 

funding is £3, 

per child, per 

month. If there 

are others who 

wish to      

contribute 

please contact 

Dave at his 

new email    

address: cawleydavid85@gmail.com, or speak 

to him on 01244 324661, or drop a note in his 

pigeon hole. Dave can accept cheques or   

monies paid to him. 

Village Education Project, Zambia  



 

 

It was the summer of 1984, and Billy Graham came to several weeks 

of a much awaited Mission England evangelistic event, one week of 

which was held at Liverpool football club ground at Anfield.  The whole 

event had been much prepared for by scores and scores of local-area 

churches of all denominations.  
 

A bus was organised by Kingsway Chapel, and St Michael’s (and     

others) used it every night.  Members of St Michael’s supported the 

action every night, some joining the huge choir, others had been 

trained to be counsellors for any enquirers who came forward in answer to Billy Graham’s call to 

“get up out of your seats”.  Others supported by being there in love and prayer. Others were bus 

monitors, and so on. 
 

Billy Graham was his fluent and compelling self as he spoke freely and attractively for maybe 30 

minutes each night.  At the end of his address, the stadium fell silent as the choir sang quietly 

and reverently. Then a trickle of people would walk from their seats and onto the (hallowed!) 

grass to stand in front of the rostrum, the trickle became a quiet flow, and the flow kept coming.  

The crowd stood patiently, before listening to a few more short words from Billy. And that was 

how it was.  For some (many) it was a holy moment, a time when they felt able to open up to 

God himself, and invite him into their lives. 
 

St Michael’s church offers its thanks and gratitude to such a gracious and gifted servant of Jesus 

Christ, not just for coming to our patch, but for his obedience to a lifelong calling as probably the 

most effective and famous evangelist in our times. 

David and Pam Black recalls...We joined the choir early in 1984, 

not knowing what an experience it would be.  We were one of six 

choirs organised in the West Cheshire area. In all there must have 

been a total of 2-3,000 members in the choir, we filled the whole of 

the stand every night of the week. Billy Graham was down below in 

front of us on a podium.  We were very close to him, though most of 

the time we saw only the back of his head, but we heard his powerful 

voice all right. It was a real delight to be under the direction of Cliff Barrows, who organised us to 

perfection, and George Beverly Shea was the most wonderful bass soloist.  It was sheer         

excitement and inspiration. “Blessed Assurance” and “You’ll never walk alone”  were two of      

several songs that we remember to this day. 

Neville Jones recalls...The early 1980’s was a difficult time for me and in 1984 our dog died, 

making it a specially sad time. That year Billy Graham came to Anfield. One of my sons and 

daughter in law were members of St Michael’s church and they asked me to go with them, saying 

“it will do you good”.  Billy Graham started his talk saying “I’ve just had some bad news from my 

wife in America, our dog has just died”.  After Billy Graham had    

finished speaking, we were invited to go down onto the pitch. So 

there I was, an Everton supporter, on Liverpool’s ground, wanting to 

become a Christian! A few days later at home, Ian Hobbs (then our 

Curate in Charge) came to see me and asked me to join a group   

being run by Mick Bull and Brian Fisher and I’ve been here ever since. 

BILLY GRAHAM and ST MICHAEL’S 
We pay our tribute to Billy Graham, who died in late February in Charlotte, North Carolina  



 

 

ST MICHAEL’S NEWS 
Church at Prayer 

Please be reminded that Church at Prayer will 

take place at 8pm on Wednesday 4th April in 

the church centre.  

 

Progress with the Appointment Process 

The Parish Profile was agreed by the PCC on 

26th February and was sent to our Patron 

(Archdeacon David Bailey) and Bishop Keith in 

the middle of March.  Please be praying for the 

appointment process and for our two           

Representatives (Bec Benson and Martin 

Pritchard) as it moves into the advertising 

stage. 

 

APCM on 23rd April 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be 

held at 7.30pm on Monday 23rd April. This an 

important meeting for us all.  An Annual Report 

looks back over the last year, with written   

reports on all the major areas of activity.  This 

report also includes the official annual accounts 

with a report on the financial affairs of the 

church as well as reports on the church fabric 

and contents.  The Electoral Roll and any 

changes are reported.  The election of wardens 

and for places on the PCC itself take place.  

Please put this important occasion in your   

calendars. 

 

Advance notices 

-  Church Houseparty 4-6th May 

A good number of church members and their 

families will be away at Cloverley Hall, near 

Whitchurch in Shropshire for this much       

anticipated event.  Back in St Michael’s, on 

Sunday 6th May there will be an 8am         

Communion and 10am Morning Worship      

service, but no 6.30pm Evening Service.  

 

-  Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Initiative,       

10-20th May 

Once again this year Archbishop Justin and        

Archbishop Sentamu are calling us to join in 

this event which runs 

from Ascension Day to 

Pentecost.  It has     

become a global wave of 

prayer.  Archbishop  

Justin says, “I cannot   

remember anything in 

my life that I have been 

involved in where I have sensed so clearly the 

work of the Spirit.”  Watch out for more details 

about events in St Michael’s. 

 

-   Sunday 3rd June 6.30pm Confirmation 

Service at St Michael’s 

If anyone is thinking about ‘Adult’ Baptism or 

Confirmation this year, there will be a          

Confirmation Service here at St Michael’s at 

6.30pm on Sunday 3rd June with Bishop Keith. 

Please speak to Sas McConville on 07460 

422226 for more information.                       

 

PCC meeting report 

The PCC met on Monday 19th March to       

consider the finance report and accounts for 

2017 and the PCC report for that year. They 

also received a report from the World Mission 

Committee and considered the implications of 

the new General Data Protection Regulations 

for the church. The minutes of the meeting can 

be found on the hall notice board.  

From the Registers 
 

 

Funerals 

 

Doreen Thompson, aged 87, of Broadway 

East, cremated on 13th March. 

 
 

We offer our prayerful love to all who mourn 



 

 

Sun (1) EASTER 

  8.00am Holy Communion  

  10.00am All Age Worship 

    with Communion 

    - Ian Hobbs 

  6.30pm Evening Service 

    - Trevor Park 

    

Wed (4) 8.00pm  Church at Prayer 

    (Church) 

 

Sun (8) EASTER 2 

  10.00am  Morning Worship 

    - Martin Pritchard 

   

  6.30pm Evening Service 

    - Mick Bull 

 

   

Sun (15) EASTER 3 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

           

          10.00am  Holy Communion 

    -  Julie Ellison & 

    Bob Toan  

   

  6.30pm Evening Service 

    - Christine      

    Blackmore 

      

    

Sun (22) EASTER 4 

  10.00am  Morning Worship  

    - Alison Linfield 

  6.30pm  Holy Communion 

    with prayer for 

    healing 

    - Ian Hobbs 

 

Mon (23) 7.30pm Annual Parochial 

    Church Meeting 

    (Church) 

 

 

Sun (29) EASTER 5 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

   

           10.00am  Morning Worship 

    -  Ian Hobbs  

   

  6.30pm Evening Service 

    - David Blackmore 

 

 

VICAR:  Vacant 

 

WARDENS: 

 Steve McKew   01829 271974 

 Derek Taylor             383428            

DEPUTY WARDENS: 

 Graham Cooper             316746 

 Estelle Byrne             341774 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S WORKER 

 Sas McConville   07460 422226 

PCC SECRETARY: 

 Alison Pantony             380962 

TREASURER: 

 John Allan   07948 401925 

HALL BOOKINGS: 

 Mary Webster             343981 

CHURCH MAGAZINE:     
 David Blackmore             323494 

 

CHURCH OFFICE:             315129 

Open for enquiries: Mon & Tues                   
    9.30am –3.00pm  
    Thur & Fri                      
    10.00am—5.30pm 

BOOK KEEPER: 

 Fiona Prichard (Mon & Tues)           344276 

 Email: finance.stmichaels@gmail.com 

CHURCH SECRETARY: 

 Jackie Hockley (Thurs & Fri)            347860 

 Email: office@stmichaelschester.com 

WEBSITE: www.stmichaelschester.com 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ... 

DIARY DATES – APRIL 


