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DON’T STOP NOW! 

THE MESSENGER 

The Monthly Newsletter of St Michael’s,  

Plas Newton, Chester 

Between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday St Michael’s 

joined with maybe hundreds of other churches in focussing on 

prayer and intercession. Thy Kingdom Come was a call to 

prayer across all churches and many countries. 

 

The Archbishops had led the way, and we saw Justin Welby 

featuring in weekly video clips in our church services.  

 

If we had to carry out an audit of St Michael’s prayer life what 

would it look like?  The Ten Days may have scored an upward 

blip on our record.  But will it continue? 

 

It is good to realise that quite a lot of prayer does happen in 

and around St Michael’s.  We have prayer times in all our  

services, and in house groups. Personal prayer is offered after services. There is our monthly 

gathering of Church @ Prayer. Prayer always happens at the start of church meetings, and the 

PCC usually has a Prayer Breakfast on the Saturday before it meets. Prayer happens in the Café, 

via the prayer box at least. There was the Prayer Tree during Thy Kingdom Come week (see 

photo).  Daily staff prayers routinely happen most mornings. A ‘Mothers’ Prayers’ Group meets  

fortnightly. Some prayer triplets have been set up during Thy Kingdom Come. May all this prayer 

activity continue into the future. 

 

Besides all these gatherings, prayer should happen in most people’s individual daily lives.  But 

does it?  It has been well said that a praying church is a powerful church, because it links into 

and unleashes the power of God himself. 

 

If we were to go around with such a thing as a prayer monitor strapped to 

our heads that lit up whenever we prayed, how many of us would spend days 

in the dark?   Now there’s a thought. 
Confidence 
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everyone  

Ten encouraging days of prayer 



 

 
Church of Pakistan congregation.  Christians 

there are a minority (less than 3%) in a  

country with another majority religion.  That 

meant discrimination, difficulty getting jobs 

and housing, poor prospects and fear of    

attacks.  Yet with joy and faithfulness many 

follow the One who was also persecuted and 

crucified, expecting that there is a cost to pay.  

 

What is the main lesson I have learnt?  It is 

this - and God took me over there to teach 

me - that Jesus loves me deeply.  That I am 

deeply loved.  That He could not love us more 

than the incredible way He loves us now - and 

that there is no way that He can love us less.  

His love is forever.  Please accept His        

invitation to find that out for yourself.   

 

Many of you reading this may think of      

Pakistan as a place where bad things happen.  

Life isn't bad most of the time, but here you 

hear bad news first.  Most of the <2 billion in 

Pakistan are trying to get on with normal life 

each day, like us.  But - when the tough 

things happen - I have discovered that God is 

faithful and answers prayer. Your prayers for 

me have been generously answered.  Now 

back in Britain, the horror stories are coming 

from close to home.  So together let's take 

God's gift of prayer seriously and pray for 

God's hand on lives both here and there - that 

people may know in the midst of turmoil that 

God wants to meet them and offers His love 

and peace.  
 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

I recently swapped my home in Pakistan for 

home in Chester.  Now I am back to stay! Here 

I'm reflecting on lessons learnt there. 

 

I was a guest in a country of open-hearted,   

hospitable people.  One could visit friends any 

time.  Rare was the occasion when you left  

without being welcomed, fed and watered.  

Whether poor or rich, care for the stranger 

amongst them is fundamental to their culture.  

It's beautiful to be on the receiving end.  In 

times of tension I knew that, if I found myself in 

danger, I had only to call friends who would 

then come and take me to a safer place.  

 

Over there, people matter most.  Relationships 

come first.  Families are very strong.  Yes, there 

are deadlines, and tasks to accomplish, but   

people come first.  It reminds me that we are 

made in God's image, and that each person is 

beautiful in God's sight - so worthy of our     

respect, attention, time.   

 

Currently expatriate Christians working there 

are finding visas not being renewed.  I feel 

deeply with them as they are wrenched out of 

deep relationships and unfinished work.  My 

own transition time has been hard enough  

without violence or early departure being forced 

upon me.  It makes me reflect on how it is for 

so many migrants being tossed around our 

world these days.   

 

For 30 years, I was a part of an established 

Anne de 

Reybekill 

writes 



 

 

MY LIFE AND MY FAITH 

I was born in Pontypool, a small town in the 

County of Monmouthshire. I am the middle child 

with an older brother and a younger sister. My 

childhood was happy and l was contented, full 

of life and curiosity. I was encouraged to learn 

piano, cello and to sing. My mother showed me 

great kindness and l hope that this has helped 

me in my journey of faith. My 

grandparents also were very   

involved in my growing-up. Mum 

and Dad were not church goers 

but felt it important for their    

children to attend Sunday School. 

I was always eager, looking     

forward to hearing Bible stories 

and singing hymns, my favourite 

being “Jesus wants me for a    

Sunbeam to shine for him each 

day.” How relevant l still find these 

words. 

 

When l was twelve l left Trosnant 

Baptist Chapel to attend the Church In Wales, 

at St Mathew’s in the town centre. I was     

subsequently confirmed at the age of thirteen. I 

now realise, looking back, that l looked forward 

to meeting my friends at church and may not 

have had a deep spiritual faith. I did not      

understand what having a faith really meant. 

 

At sixteen l began a pre-nursing course at 

Crumlin College. A year later I met David. This 

was before I started my nurse training at    

Llandough Hospital, Penarth and at Cardiff  

Royal Infirmary. David and l married when l had 

finished my nurse training. We moved to   

Chester in 1975 after David had qualified as an 

accountant. We brought with us two young 

boys; Darren and Jonathan. 

 

My life started to change and l became more 

aware that the boys needed to learn about  

Jesus and to find a Sunday School. Our next 

door neighbour worshipped at All Saints Church, 

Hoole. He asked Anne De Reybekill to visit us 

and so the seeds were planted. The boys     

attended Sunday School and David and I began 

worshipping at what later   

became St Michael’s Parish 

Church. 

 

My faith grew gradually,    

especially with the help of 

House Groups. I learned 

more about Jesus and how 

to live day by day as a  

Christian. We quickly got 

involved in the life of          

St Michael’s. I was asked by 

the then Curate, Ian Hobbs, 

to lead a Playgroup which 

was coming under the     

umbrella of the church. This l did for four years 

and grew in confidence and realisation that God 

was leading me in the direction that l find    

myself today. I find that when l doubt myself it 

helps to think about a Bible passage - Romans 

3, verses 23 & 24 “Everyone has sinned and is 

far away from God’s saving presence. But by 

the free gift of God’s grace all are put right with 

Him through Christ Jesus, who sets them free.” 

 

I now work in the Kingsway Community Café, 

help at Toddlers and am the leader of the TOGS 

group. It is a privilege to serve Christ in these 

ways and in whatever he calls me to do for Him 

in the future. The Fellowship of St Michael’s has 

shown me love and support and without this 

Christian Family l would not know Jesus in the 

positive way that l do today. 

Pam Black, leader of our TOGS group 



 

 

OUR FAVOURITE VERSE FOR Y-BIBLE YEAR 

The Bathurst family—Shane, Rachel, Naomi and Lydia                    

share the Parable of the Pearl: 
 

Matthew 13: 45-46  “...the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of 

great value, he went away and sold everything he had and 

bought it.” 
 

A true idea of the value of God's Kingdom goes beyond     

walking with Christ in the present to trusting Him for the   

future as well. In Christ we are part of God's kingdom now and 

also as it grows in the future. Being with Him changes all 

things for the good. Our move as a family back 'down south' to 

West Sussex is part of this - something we feel called to do as 

part of building His Kingdom. 

WHY IS DEANERY SYNOD SO INTERESTING? 
Anne Stockdale reports 

 

Well, it’s the wider church than just St Michael’s and gives a glimpse of how 

the Church of England works. 

 

We have 21 parishes and 24 places of worship in our Deanery within the  

family of the Diocese of Chester. Each parish nominates Deanery reps,      

currently I am one and Ruth McKew is joining me. John Stockdale and    

David Blackmore are ex-officio members as they sit on Diocesan Synod.  

Deanery meetings rotate round the parishes.  We always have a Parish  

Welcome where someone, often the incumbent, gives us a brief summary of the parish. 

 

So what do we hear about? – Matters from the parishes and things of interest about what 

people in our Diocese do.  Recent meetings have included ‘Grave Talk’- talking about end of life 

and death can be difficult. Mike Gilbertson informed us with photos about his visit to Melanesia, 

in the South Pacific, which is twinned with our diocese. Sue Mayo shared about the support for 

churches reaching out and working in their local schools. 

 

There is an annual Deanery Eucharist service open to all.  The Bishop of Stockport, The Right 

Reverend Libby Lane preached last year.  Peter Francis from Gladstone’s Library gave an      

informative and enlightening talk. It’s open to all – a library which offers courses, and has quiet 

spaces and a place to eat or even stay! 

 

Forthcoming meetings will include talks from Lyn Weston on Mission Initiatives – whom I also 

heard speak at the recent Diocesan Lay Conference and Debbie Dalby from the Council for   

Social Responsibility. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ABOUT ST MICHAEL’S 

Thy Kingdom Come 

Anne de Reybekill shows the Prayer Walks map in our parish. 

Stuart Townend (always with hat!) leading some of the    

worship in the Cathedral. 

Come and make your choice of 

Absolute Coffee flavours from 

the new machine in the Café.  

Did you know Mick Byrne is currently walking over 500 miles along one of the Camino de Santiago (The 

Way of St. James) routes across the coast of Northern Spain? If you'd like to follow Mick's progress he has 

a blog at https://findpenguins.com/97vl7vjumiwjd. Mick is doing this walk in aid of the BIRD charity 

where Estelle works. If you would like to donate a few pennies to this small, Chester based, charity which 

helps local children with disabilities, search for Mick Byrne on the JustGiving website. 

BREAKING CAFÉ 

NEWS 

As go to press we are 

delighted to learn that 

John Eames has been  

appointed as Chair of 

the Café Management   

Committee.    

Welcome and           

congratulations.       

More next month. 

Hugo Vergara welcoming one of 

his Argentinian team with his nearly-

forgotten luggage.  

https://findpenguins.com/97vl7vjumiwjd


 

 

ST MICHAEL’S NEWS 
Church at Prayer  

Please be reminded that there will be a Church 

at Prayer meeting at 8pm on Wednesday 5th 

July in the Church Hall.  All are invited as we 

bring the needs of our church before the Lord. 
 

Rachel Bathurst 

Our preacher at 10am on Sunday 16th July will 

be one of our Readers, Rachel, whose last   

sermon at St Michael’s this will be.  As a family 

Shane and Rachel, with Naomi and Lydia, will 

be moving to West Sussex, to join up with a 

Christian environmental initiative in the     

Steyning area.   
 

Visiting Speaker 

We are delighted to welcome back Stephen 

Judson as our speaker on Sunday 23rd July. He 

visited us a couple of years ago with his wife 

Jane. He will speak about the work of the    

mission agency MECO, for whom he works. 
 

Christian Aid Thanks – Many thanks to every-

one who took part in the recent house to house 

collection and to Clive, Phil and Dave who 

counted and banked the proceeds. £876.76 was 

collected, with a further £74.30 to be reclaimed 

from Gift Aid, making a grand total of £951.06. 

A great effort!  
 

Congratulations 

to Peter and Rachel Roberts on the safe arrival 

of Matthew Johan on 25th May, grandson of Phil 

and Agneta. 
 

PCC meeting, 19th  June 2017  

The June PCC meeting received reports on  

Finance, Pre–School and the recent Houseparty. 

They also discussed questions raised at the 

APCM in April. The full minutes of the meeting 

can be read on the noticeboard at the back of 

the hall.  
 

Two weddings in one month 

We are pleased to carry pictures of two happy 

St Michael’s couples, at their recent weddings in 

distant places. Andy and Sas McConville, at 

Northallerton on 20th May and Jonathan and Ali 

Taylor in Scotland on 27th May. 
 

Wedding Thanks  

A big ‘thank you’ for 

all your thoughts, 

prayers and          

encouraging words for 

the wedding, and for 

your warm welcome 

to Sas and Ella. And a 

big ‘thank you’ too for 

your card and      

generous gift to us. It 

was a wonderful day, 

full of joy and God's 

grace. We can bore you with wedding pics   

anytime you like! – Andy & Sas  

 

Many thanks to all 

at St Michael’s for 

your support,   

encouragement 

and generosity. 

Look forward to 

seeing you again 

soon - Jon and Ali 

Taylor. 

 

 

 

From the Registers 

Funerals 
 

Margaret Box, aged 94, of Ullswater    

Crescent. Funeral and cremation, 5 June. 
 

Valerie Callaghan, aged 58, of Chatsworth 

Drive. Funeral and cremation, 6 June. 
 

We send our prayerful love to all who 

mourn. 



 

 

Rob is off duty this month 

JULY 

Sun (2) TRINITY 3 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

          10.00am Morning Worship 

    - Andy McConville 

  6.30pm Evening Service 

    - Ian Hobbs 
 

Mon (3) 7.30pm Standing            

    Committee  

Wed (5) 7.30pm Deanery Synod 

    (venue tba)  

  8.00pm Church at Prayer 

    (Church/Centre) 
 

Sun (9) TRINITY 4 

  10.00am  Holy Communion 

    - Ian Hobbs 

  6.30pm Evening Service 

    - Christine      

    Blackmore 
 

Mon (10) 10.45am  Holy Communion 

    at Kingswood    

  7.30pm Ministry Team 

    Meeting (Coniston) 

Thur (13) 7.30pm  Mission Committee 

Sat (15) 8.00am PCC Prayer        

    Breakfast (Lounge) 

         10.00am Garden Working 

    Party 
   

Sun (16) TRINITY 5 

  8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.00am  Morning Worship 

    - Rachel Bathurst 

  6.30pm Evening Service 

    - David Blackmore 

Mon (17) 7.30pm PCC Meeting (Café) 

Tue (18) 7.30pm Clergy and Readers 

    Chapter (Kelsall) 

Wed (19) 7.00pm Chester Bible  

    Focus: Youth  

    Leaders Training, 

    All Saints, Hoole 

  

Sun (23) TRINITY 6 

  10.00am  Morning Worship 

    - Stephen Judson 

  Followed by Church Family   

    Picnic, Garden 

  6.30pm  Communion with 

    Healing 

    - Alison Linfield 
 

Mon (26) 7.30pm Ministry Team 

    (Coniston) 

 

Sun (30) TRINITY 7 

  10.00am  Morning Worship 

     

  6.30pm  Evening Service 

    - Ian Hobbs 

 

 

VICAR:    Rev Canon Rob Peters            

   St Michael’s Vicarage 

   22 Plas Newton Lane 

   Newton, Chester, CH2 1PA 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATOR: 

 Andy McConville   07813 874849 

WARDENS: 

 Steve McKew   01829 271974 

 Derek Taylor             383428            

DEPUTY WARDENS: 

 Graham Cooper             316746 

 Estelle Byrne             341774 

PCC SECRETARY: 

 Alison Pantony             380962 

TREASURER: 

 Mary Webster             343981 

HALL BOOKINGS: 

 Mary Webster             343981 

CHURCH MAGAZINE:     
 David Blackmore             323494 

CHURCH OFFICE:             315129 

Open for enquiries: Mon & Tues                   
    9.30am –3.00pm  
    Thur & Fri                      
    10.00am—5.30pm 

BOOK KEEPER: 

 Fiona Prichard (Mon & Tues)           344276 

 Email: finance.stmichaels@gmail.com 

CHURCH SECRETARY: 

 Jackie Hockley (Thurs & Fri)            347860 

 Email: office@stmichaelschester.com 

WEBSITE: www.stmichaelschester.com 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ... 

DIARY DATES – JULY 


